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who managed even in the midst of the strenuous work of the College session to find time to come frequently to see him.
It was a source of great gratification to him when his former assistant Prof. Archibald Barr was appointed as his successor ic the Engineering chair. Prof. Barr had been one of his students and has taken many opportunities to express appreciation of his teaching; the following is from a letter written to Mrs Thomson just after his appointment as Professor of Engineering at Leeds, in 1884.
"I have taken this opportunity of writing to you, because I cannot allow myself to settle down to my new work without expressing to you my sense of the great kindness shown to me by yourself and family during the past eight years.
I can assure you that your kindness has been much felt by me, and will always be gratefully remembered.
It will be needless for me to say how much I am indebted to Professor Thomson. If I am in any way fit for my present position I owe it—I need hardly say—to him. I took the opportunity offered by my opening evening lecture to acknowledge somewhat publicly in Leeds how much of my knowledge of Engineering Science I owe to Prof. Thomson. I find it difficult to make any statement of a fact or a principle to my classes without echoing what I have learned from him, proving that I am one of the many echoes of which Goethe speaks in the quotation which I made use of in my lecture. I can only hope that I may be a faithful echo, of which there are, I fear, very few*...."
Prof. Thomson continued to take a great interest in the welfare of the Engineering department. He had some correspondence with his old colleague Prof. Purser on the subject of how practical work might be combined with the theoretical teaching of engineering. Prof. Purser has written as follows:
"QUEEN'S COLLEGE, BELFAST,
2 Deo., 1889.
In Medicine the students learn theory and practice simultaneously, walk the hospitals while they are attending lectures. It would appear very desirable that they should follow a similar plan in Engineering. FitzGeraldf tells me there would be great difficulties in this, that in places like Harland and Wolff's or Combe and Barbour's young men who did not give them their
* " There are many echoes in the world, but few voices."    GOETHE. f Prof.   Maurice FitzGerald,  George Fuller's  successor in the Engineering Class at Belfast.